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Dear Sir: 

Applicant is submitting herewith as an information disclosure statement a PTO 

Form 1449 which lists a new Japanese reference, 56-28476, that was recently brought to the 

attention of Applicant by a third party. Applicant encloses a copy of that reference. The third 

party also provided to Applicant an alleged English translation of that reference, but without a 

translation of the application and inventorship data found at the top of that reference. Applicant 

obtained its own translation of that data, and encloses that translation (the first sheet) along with 

the translation (the remainder of the document) provided to Applicant by the third party. As can 

be seen from the first sheet, the application filing number of the Japanese reference, 54-103382, 

is the same as that listed under "Foreign Application Priority Data" on the cover of the Kikuoka 

et al. reference (USP 4,377,787) already before the Examiner. In addition, the inventors on the 

Japanese reference appear to be the same as those on the Kikuoka et al. reference. Furthermore, 

Applicant has reviewed the English translation of the Japanese reference and believes it to be 
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very similar to the disclosure in the Kikuoka et al. reference. Therefore, Applicant believes the 
Japanese reference is merely cumulative to the Kikuoka et al. reference already before the 
Examiner. Nevertheless, Applicant suggests that the Examiner compare the translation to the 
Kikuoka et al. reference and draw his own conclusion. Applicant encloses herewith a copy of 
the Kikuoka et al. reference for the Examiner's convenience. 

Applicant submits that no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, after reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to this filing. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding this submission, Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner telephone the undersigned at (312) 707-8889. 




Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher C. Winslade 
Reg. No. 36,308 



McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 
500 W. Madison Street, Suite 3400 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 
(312) 707-8889 
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